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Mine age is as nothing before thee. 
HAT we call nothing, is in 

W part, the ſubject of the enſuing 
diſcourſe, which in the language 


of philoſophy, ſignifies what Das no 00 


exiſtence. 
This text was the choice of the * 


ceaſed ; and tho' young, her reflections 
upon the life of man were very juſt, and 


might very well become riper years, viz, 
Mine age is as nothing before thee. 


X'o illuſtrate this propoſition I ſhall 
conſider, 

IJ. That man in the rank of creatures 
is ſomething, and capable of great "things. 

IT. That compared wi th Almighty 
God, he is nothing. 

III. And as a finner, is leſs, yea * 
than nothing. 


TV. Then make ſome moral reflections. 
| _ That 
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I. That man in the rank of creatures 


15 ſomething ; being nobly deſcended ; 


younger brother to angels; form'd out of 


nothing by almighty power, after the 


ſmilitude of God; in bodily dimenſions, 


a little creature, leſs than many meer ani- 
mals, but in reality, is a moſt glorious 


piece of workmanſhip; man being the 


whole creation in miniature, as he is a 
compound of matter and ſpirit, the only 


two things created by the Almighty. 
The human ſoul, is a ray of divinity 


in robes of fleſh, which in compoſition are 
cCall'd man; man, who in a very few mo- 
ments can by a thought be every where, 


yea in imaginary ſpaces beyond the crea- 


ted globe: The body, in which this won- 


derful principle reſides, is a beautiful ſtruc- 


ture, and of majeſtick figure; for man on 
the earth, is as a prince in his palace, or a 


lord on his own land, attended day and 


night by a noble train, Sun, Moon, and 


| Stars. N 


The 


(5) 


The moſt bright and lovely part of man 
is his ſoul, and in the body, mais face the 
moſt reſplendent; this being, as it were, 
the image of the ſoul, the ſeat of the prin- 
cipal organs of ſenſation, and where the 
animal paſſions are daily diſplay d: And 
yet the glories of this man are nothing, 
when compar'd with the infinite in being, 
the Being in eternity, who only can be 
ſaid to have real exiſtence, nee 
only has immortality. - 

N. B. Tho' man beasnothing, Aber | 
capable of doing and enjoying great things: 
conſider therefore what you are, ſo as 
to be humble, conſider what you may be, 
ſo. as to be diligent; don't look up- 
on yourſelves born to do nothing. As we 
are ſervants of God, tis an eſſential part 
of our duty to honour him in our lives by 
Works of, piety and charity; without 
works of piety we are no better than 
atheiſts, without works of mercy, we are 
enemics to the human nature, 


If 


8 
If you ſay, we do no hurt, tis to ſay 
nothing; for we are not ſav'd by nega- 


tives alone; tis good not to do hurt, but 


better to do good: Study therefore uſe- 
fulneſs to men, and univerſal truth and 
ſincerity to God, in imitation of him who 


is the wiſdom of God. 


Tho' we be little beings, and as nothing 
in reſpect of God, yet in our various ſta- 
tions, we were made capable of doing 
ſomething, yea great things, viz, of ho- 
nouring God, ſerving our generation, of 
obtaining a crown of righteouſneſs, thro' 


him who is the captain of our ſalvation. 


Study then the ſacred law; this di- 
rects you to the proper improvement of 
human life, In minding your temporal 
affairs, ſee the proverb be not verified in 


you, of making much ado about nothing. 


Andin attending to religion, take care 
that you don't reverſe the proverb, and 
make little ado about that which is 50 
Wing. 


II. Man 


(705 


11. Man compar: with God e 
is notbing. 

He may be aid to be more the thor 
dow of real exiſtence, than r, More 
particularly, | 

I. Man's age compar'd with that of 
God. is nothing, So ſhort is human life, 
that, when compar'd with eternity, it 
will not amount to a minute of time, 
therefore it's ſhort duration is ſet forth in 
ſcripture by creatures, that ſhew them- 
ſelves. and ſoon diſappear, as flowers; 
take life in it's moſt ſprightly and vigo- 
rous ſtate, what is it? Nothing but a dy- 
ing flower. Naturaliſts tell us of a flower 
call'd Ephemeron, that laſts only one day; 
and what is the life of mortals but one 
ſhort day, made up of morning, noon, and 
night, which is the whole portion of the 
time allotted us upon the earth? And 


how many begin the day of life, that 
never aſcend to the a of it; nay, 


who in ſhort day or hour, have an exiſ- 
tence in two worlds, time and eternity. 
God 
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God is eternal. a is a "perpetual. 


duration, without ſucceſſion, of © pa 8. 
The age 'of God never begun, it Will n never 
end; and hat are millions of years Som- 
par d with him, who Is a being. without: 
beginning ? They are not even in 5 | 
propotion of duſt in the ballance "to the. 
whole earth, or a drop in the Picker, to 
the great and wide ocean, The "indeed' 
may magnify, but they can never re] re- 
ſent eternal exiſtence. er n 
II. Man bimſelf at. a POW ; 15 
thi compar” d with God: 80 greak 4s the 
diſproportion between a created being and. 
an uncreated: As all things a are Oc 
from nothing, ſo they are ſtill li, 
when they ſtand in rivalſhip with 125 


who is an abſolute unoriginate' "beibg, and Not 


who by an omnipotent will, has . Fiven, 
exiſtence to what we call 855 a which. 
had been nothing, fn, if he had not. 
call'd em into being. How different 
from the eternal Heil muſt thoſe idol-. 
=_ be, who were brought into being ng. 


by 


(9) 
by thoſe, who once had no being chem. 
ſelves? 

Creatures don't exiſt by n>oeflity: of 
nature i. e. their exiſtence is not eſſential 
to them but contingent; for as they now 
exiſt, ſo they might not have been at all. 
God ſays, I am what T am, and what I 
always was ; creatures ſay, we are what 
we were not, and what we now are is by 
the indulgence of another. You and I 
might ſti} have been in our primitive 
nothing ; God being under no n 
to call us out from thence. 

As being is the title and prerogative of 
God, fo nothing (if I may be allow'd fo to 
ſpeak) is the property of man: Even life 
the foundation of all comforts, what is 
it but a dream, which is next to nothing ? 
Hence that expreſſion, man walks in a vain 
ſhew, or as an image according to the ori- 
ginal. Man is ſuch an image, compar'd 
with the Almighty, as we ſee in a glaſs, 
that is a repreſentation of ſubſtance, tho 
nothing itſelf, Pſal. 39. 6. 

B And 


: 5 r 
0 : 


' "9 
And what is a living man? Nothing 
but the ſhadow of life, or rather of death; 


for he begins to die as ſoon as he is born, 
And what is man on earth? Nothing but 
a kind of moveable image, whoſe enjoy- 
ments are only ſhadows of comfort and 
croſſes. But at the opening of the laſt 
ſcene, mankind will make another ſort of 


appearance; for death will fix all men in 


a ſtate of reality; ſome in a ſtate of real 


bleſſedneſs, and others in a ſtate of real 
ſorrow, and both equally unchangeable i in 
their condition. 

Then nothing more fooliſh than to be 
prodigal of our time, becauſe nothing ſo 
ſhort; and no moment but it grows ſhort- 
er and ſhorter ; tho' time be ſhort, our 
work is great, and if not diſpatch'd in the 
ſeaſon of life, all after-inquiries after the 


way to happineſs, will be in vain : Indo- 


lence in lite, and activity in the grave, is 
a philoſophy no where to be found, but 
in the book of ignorance and folly. 
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| Redeem your ſhort time, as thoſe who 
firmly believe their eternal condition de- 
pends upon the improvement of it; let 
that be the daily practice of life which ll 
be your dying wiſh, Often think what 
your laſt thoughts and deſires will be. 
Queen ELIZABETH inthe cloſeof life com- 
plain'd, time, time, a world of wealth for 
an inch of time. How much time, ſays Sir 
H. Wor rox have 1 to repent of, and Ob! 
bow little to do it in! 
It is no eaſy thing in proſperity. and 
health, to imagine how precious one hour 
of time appears to a dying perſon. Who 
can deſcribe their conſternation upon. a 
review of loſt time, when they apprehend 
the conſequence will be the loſs of hea- 
ven? What wou'd they give in that laſt 
moment, for a little of that time, which 
before they look'd upon as nothing- 
worth, and therefore trifled it away up- 


on every thing? How fad then it is'to ſee 
men ſport away all their days, to purſue 
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nothing but vanity, without any divine 


thought about their everlaſting ſtate ; 


as if this world was all, and heaven and 


hell were nothing, or ſubjects of no im- 


rtance, _ 
Why is life given and Sn Tis 


to make the neceffary preparation for ano- 
ther life; the preſent life, tho' ſhort, yet 
If well improv'd will ahſwwer all the pur- 
poſes of a long one; for it will terminate 
in a bliſsful immortality. And indeed, 


it would not be worth while to come in- 
to this world upon any lower deſign, or 


with any other views; for who would 
traverſe the wilderneſs, if Canaan, the 
promis'd land, was not at the end of it? 


We are made for a future ſtate, and 
tis worth all our care to make that dura- 


ble ſtate eafy and pleaſant to us. It is an 


undoubted truth, that no man can be 
ſaid to live to any good purpoſe, who lives 
not for heaven, and ſtrives not to enter in 


thro' the ſtrait gate, the narrow way of 


ſelf-revunciation and ſelf-mortification. 
III. Man 


"T3 
III. Man as a ſinner is ih, 5 wot 


than nothing. ; 
All nations before him are as nothing 


--leſs than nothing. EL. 40. 17. Nothing 


dan more magnificently expreſs the diffe- 


rence between a created and uncreated 
being than the words of the prophet ; for 
what is the whole ſyſtem of created beings 
compar'd with Jehova, the almighty crea- 
tor of them? Behold, adds the prophet, 
the nations are as the drop of a bucket, and 
are counted as the ſmall duft of the Wer | 
which is next to nothing, ver. 15. 25 
Creatures in the divine eye are as nothing; 
not ſo much as an inviſible atom of duſt 
on the ballance, which adds no viſible 
weight, therefore, regarded as nothing. 
Atoms are ſuppos'd to be minima: nature, 
i. e. particles of matter ſo minute as to 
be inviſible to a human eye. 

If man, the good creature of God, be 
as nothing, what then is he as a inner, 
deſpoil'd of his primitive ex cellencies? 
Worſe than nothing ; for, to be meer na- 

A 


(14) 
thing is no diſgrace, but to be a ſinner is 
the greateſt reproach ; nothing more ſo. 


Man at his creation was in the ſimilitude 


of God, and in appearance as a ray of di- 


vinity ; but that being extinguiſht by 


the fall, he is become leſs than meer nul- 
lity, a character that includes an idea of 
inexpreſſible meanneſs; for if man was 
nothing, nothing could be affirm'd of 
him; but in that he is a ſinner, he affirms 
all that is bad and diſgraceful about 
himſelf; he is fo far worſe than nothing, 
as he is liable to miſery. Tis a ſmall 
ſatisfaction, that man has ſuch high ex- 
iſtence, and ſuch great capacities, and 
theſe to be ſupported in torment, of 
which every impenitent ſinner ſtands in 
daily hazard. 
I fin be conſider'd in the 3 of it, 
1, e. as tis a war againſt heaven, and an 
attempt upon the high throne, the 
Inner is nothing, i. e. nothing he does 
againſt God can hurt him. He may 
flight his * bye: can he reſiſt his 
power 
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power, when * his diſobedience he en- 
ters into judgment with him? Or can he 
remove the judicial ſtroke when God 
ſmites? He may deſpiſe the wiſdom of 
the law-giver; but can he finally eſcape 
the penal ſanction of the law, or pre- 
tend to an ability to bear the flame? 


IV. Moral Reflections. 


If man and his age compar'd with God 
be as nothing, 8 
I. Then it is one of the greateſt JR, 
ſumptions of man to think more highly of 
himſelf than he ought : He looks > Ws 
at himſelf in the priviledge of exiſtence 
that he has ſcarce a thought for his ori- 
ginal ; tho' his original was nothing, and 
his beſt eſtate now is vanity, yet his ſen- 
timents about himſelfare as grand as if 
he had been from everlaſting. Thus in 
imitation of his creator, he wou'd make 
ſomething out of nothing, in as much as 
he would make more of himſelf than he 
really 1 is. 

Thus 
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Thus vain is man, who once das nor, 


and whoſe age now is as nothing, before 


the eternal founder of worlds. The du- 


ration of any thing muſt follow it's nature ; 


now man's nature being as nothing before 
God, his age muſt be ſo too. What then 
ſhall we fay that is bad enough of the 
ſin of pride? Can any thing be more un- 
becoming the character of a reaſonable. 
creature? 

Where is | the * of man's en- 
tertaining lofty thoughts, and an over- 
weening opinion of himſelf, when in the 


fight of God, he is as nothing? Men ne- 
'ver judge right of their ſtate, 
form the ſame judgment of themſelves, as 
he does, whoſe knowledge is infinite and 
unerring. One values himſelf upon the 


'till they 


ſcore of his blood, not conſidering from 
: whence he originally ſprings. Another 


values himſelf upon priority of birth, and 


priviledges of birth right, forgetting that 
[Be beaſts of the bes birds K the air 


an 


4 5 
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8 Sh fiſh = the ſea, were born before 4. 
dam, the firſt of their family; : 
Nor can I think of the age rad 
that it is as nothing, without reflecting on 
the vanity of thoſe, who ardently: defire a 
long life, which if granted, is only adding 
nothing to nothing, one cypher: to another. 
2. How aſtonqhbing is the condeſcen 
Hon of the almighty, that he dub is all 
in all ſhou'd treat man, who" is: at no- 
thing, with ſuch diſtinguiſping regards, 
making him in power, order, and digni- 
ty, next to angels; the thought of this 
fills the pſalmiſt with holy admiration: 
What is man that thou art mindful of bim, 
and the ſon of man, that thou viſiteſt bim? 
For thou haſt made him a little lower thun 
the Angels, and haſt crowned him with glo- 
ry and honour. Thou madeſt him to have do-' 
minionover the works of thy bands; thou haſt 
put all things under his Feet. Pfal. 84. 56. 
Alam, our firſt father, was no ſooner 
created, but he was conſtituted lord of 
this lower world, by a charter dated the 
c day 
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day of his birth. This alſo magnifies the 
love of the great redeemer, in aſſuming a 
nature, that in it's firſt formation was as 
nothing, and as defil'd by ſin, leſs and 
worſe than nothing. In conſequence of 
this, man is reſtor'd to the divine favour, 
and not only fo, but another paradiſe is 
provided for him, that infinitely exceeds 
that forfeited by Adam. 

3. Make proper application of the 
words in the text. The word nothing 
enters into all that variety of ſcenes that 
human life is concern'd with, tho' it very 
often paſſes for ſomething. Nothing 
more common than the wrong application 
of it. Men uſe it according to inclinati- 
on, and can either make nothing of ſome- 
thing, or ſomething of nothing. Men of 
the world make all it's enjoyments to be 
tomething, but all realities, (or all impor- 
_ tant- intereſts) they make to be nothing ; 

and thus by changing names, they imagine 
they have the power of changing things. 


Thus 


(ig) 
Thus the man, whe bows to he 1 
money, aſſerts that it is ſomething, and that 
moderation about it is nothing. So the 
man of the cup, will tell you, that *tis 
Something, but that temperance is nothing; 
the ſame is the opinion of all thoſe, who 
live in any unlawful indulgences. . 


In the next place, I ſhall addreſs my- 
ſelf more particularly to young people. 
In order todraw them from ſenſual enter- 
tainments, and to inſpire them with a juſt 
concern for their immortal part; I wou'd 
recommend to their thoughts the follow- 
ing hints. 

1. Tuſure heaven in the firſt Place: 5 
that being once ſecur'd, no good thing 
ſhall be wanting; all things neceſſary on 
earth ſhall be ſuperadded. It's our ſavi- 
our's advice, ſeek firſt the kingdom of God 
and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe things 
[you are ſolicitous about] ſhall be added un- 
to you. Mat. 6. 33. 

Seek heaven, firſt in time befins all 
other things ; 4 the morning of 
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life to the giver of life. Heaven may be 
found, but you muſt be early ſeekers ; let 


this be the firſt and laſt work of every day; ; 
let not old finners deſpair ; for true re- 


pentance is never too late, tho' late re- 


pentance is ſeldom true; delay is danger- 
_—- 

Seek heaven in your afedtims before 
and above all things. You are thought- 
ful about the affairs of the body, but you 
have a greater thing to mind, viz. the 
life of your ſouls ; this is true wiſdom, 
tho' ſeldom thought on, till death 3 
the alarm; what would the dilatory and 
ſecure finer give in that dark hour, for 


the light of God's countenance ? And if 
a comfortable aſſurance of God' s favour 


be then deſireable, why not now ? Why 


ſhould a neceſſary work be Dk off to an 


uncertain period ? . 
Are there any pleaſures on earth ſo 
worthy of your ſerious purſuits as thoſe 
of heaven ? Here we are as nothing, there 


we horn be ſomething, | i, e. like him who 


18 
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is infinite reality; 3 the glories of the hu- 
man nature are reſery'd for another world. 


Woo we are the ſont of God, and it does 


not yet appear, what we ſhall be, buf we 
know, that when be ſball appear, we ſhall = 
be like him =- i. e. like the - exalted te- 
deemer in purity and happineſs ; a ſtate 
ſo glorious, that none can deſcribe'or un- 
derſtand, that is 1 _ the 
language of the upper world. 
2. View mankindin the various 4 Janis 5 
of life ; and when you have made your 
remarks, you'll find the language of every 
ſenſible enjoyment to be, happineſs is not 
in me ; thoſe: who bid faireſt for a happy 
life, have no exemption from common 
calamities, miſery being the deſtin'd lot 
of all men on earth, high and OE rich 
and | 
"Generally ſneaking; he l is man te 
miſery in human ſhape ? All the calami- 
ties ſpread up and down the earth center 
in him: All are born to a portion of ſor- 
row, from which the beſt and greateſt are 
797 | not 
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not freed ; and can you behold this ru- 
ful proſpect, and not wiſh for a better ha- 
bitation, and make proper preparations for 
a happy retreat? Expect not happineſs 
from a world that never made any happy. 

Object ion. Among men we find per- 


11. ſons of diſtinction and others, whoſe 


| tives are pleaſant and happy. 
I anſwer. There are no ſuch things as 


pure unmixt pleaſures on this ſide heaven. 


Princes and Peaſants, high and low, are by 


nature intitiled to no inheritance but fin 
and ſorrow. Man is born to troubles as 
the ſparks fly upward. Job. 5.7. You ſee 


their outward grandeur but not their in- 


ward fears. You ſee their bowls of plea- 


ſure, but not the gall intermixt with them. 
Greatneſs is nothing but a ſeeming happi- 
neſs, and the greater ſome are, the more 
unhappy :: Hence that ſtrange deſcription 
of man, Pſal. 39. Every man at his beſt 
fate is altogether vanity, i. e. univerſal 
vanity, vanity wherever he turns his 
animal inclination and practice. 

QUESTION, 


y 


(23) 
 QuesT10N. _ 

What may we ſuppoſe to be the beſt late 
of man in this world? That of youth, 
health, plenty, pleaſant life. 

As to the ft; we come into the 


world crying, and our firſt years are no- 


thing but childhood and vanity, ſubject 
to variety of painful incidents: When 
grown up, we begin to reliſh the pleaſures 
of life, and when life is moſt ſweet, we 
forget the bitterneſs of death; tho? you 
are young you may die, therefore take 
heed you don't put that awful period far 
from you; let not the laſt hour of life be 
laſt in your thoughts: Don't make good 
that profane proverb us'd by thoſe, who 
fay, they thought no more of it than of their 
dying day. 
Thoſe who live long, als 4 where 
are your paſt years? They are dead ant 
will never have a reſurrection : Where is 
your infancy? Tis dead, and will never 
return: Vea, how many die before they 
know what it is to live? 

| Health, 
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Health, that gives a reliſh to all the 
entertainments of life, has nothing of fix- 
edneſs and duration in it. | How many. 
that are in health now, will- be in their 
graves the next month no conſtitution 
ſo firm and ſound but gives way to diſ- 
eaſes. Witneſs the numbers that die in 
their full frengtb, when ſeemingly beſt 
guarded againſt death. 

No day but our health is more or es 
impair d; but our ſenſitive powers are 


not acute and fine enough to perceive how 


we daily leſſen, and yet we hurry on in the 
common courſe of life, without the exer- 


ciſe of thought, walking down the hill ſo 


very gently, that the change of ſituation 
from one ſtage of life to another, is ſcarce- 
ly perceiv'd, till we arrive at the fatal 
period. 

And what ſhall we fay of 3 thoſe. 
idols of the heart? What are they? Why, 
after all their promiſing, and "paint 
appearances, they are e but gilded 


ſnares, 


ts — — — r 


(25) 
ſnares, meer huſks of happineſs, and will 
appear to be ſo when we ſhall moſt need 
relief. Dives's riches on earth cou'd not 
afford him a drop of water beyond ue. 
grave and in the greateft mifery. 

'Tho' we cannot carry our riches with us 
into another world, yet we may return 
them thither beforehand in acts of charity, 
which is one way (to peak in the lan- 
guage of Chriſt) to make ourſelves: friends 
of the mammon - of unrighteouſneſs, that 
when we fail, they may receive us into ever=- 
Taſting habitations. Luke. 16. 9. that is, 
fay tome, tho' riches be fallacious ingte- 
dients of that happineſs which moſt men 
promiſe them ſelves, and purſue with ſuch 
ardor, yet by a proper improvement, 
they'll witneſs for us in the hour of triał: 
In this ſentiment was our Lord, hen he 
ſaid, come ye bleſſed of my father — for I 
was hungry, and ye fed me, wakeg' __ gl 
cloatbed me Matt. 25. 

The text may be read hurtful: mammon | 
for the Greek word adikein, to deal unjuſtly, 

D ſignifies 
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ſignifies to hurt. But why hurtful mam- 
on ? Becauſe riches often prove hurtful to 
the owners ; or the words may be thus 


 UMluſtrated ; according to the Hebrew 


Idiom, charity was term'd righteouſneſs, 


or juſtice, becauſe it was a debt due from 


the rich to the poor. Now make your- 
ſelves friends of the mammon of unrighte= 
ouſneſs, that is, do good with what you 
have, and ſo make your eſtates your 
friends; make a good uſe of thoſe riches 
which you have not yet laid out in righ- 
Feouſneſs, i. e. in good works, and acts of 
charity for to be uncbburi table is to be 
unrigbteous. 

Further; a life made eaſy and pleaſant 


by a conflux of proſperous events, in rea- 


lity is nothing but a farce of dreams. 


Delights that flow from enſigns of ho- 


nour, crowns and ſcepters, pomp and 


power, what are they but meer illuſions, 
glittering with fallacious colours, and 


very often are the diſquietudes of life, 


and taken in the moſt favourable light. 


they 


(27 


FR are only falſe repreſentations of a 
happy life: This is the language of a dy- 
ing hour. 

If we conſule him who: was the beſt 
judge of pleaſure, he'll tell us tis nothing 
but vanity, a tranſient inſignificant blaze. 
T ſaid of laughter, it is mad, and of mirth, 
what does it? That is, when it goes be- 
yond it's proper and due bounds, Eccl. 2. 
2. Innocent diverſions are only the en- 
tertainments of the fancy, that periſh in 
the act, and when paſt, are counted as na- 
thing ; and if a review gives pleaſure, i it's 
faint and languiſhing. 

Recreations that are ſalutary and uſeful 
to the body, are not of that ſignificancy 
to the immortal part, Can innocent mirth 
give caſe to a ſorrowful ſpirit ? Can plea» 
ſant diverſions charm a troubled mind to 
fleep ; or heal a wounded conſcience ? 
Even lawful pleaſure is nothing but the 
ſuperficial touch of a nerve; nothing but 
a tranſient flaſh of an agreeable ſenſation, 

that dies as ſoon as it is born. I condemn 


* 


(28) 


no pleaſure, but what will end in WR 
1 "condemnation of ſelf-pleaſing ſinners, 
1 Pleaſure and pain have their uſe in 


life, and are necefſary for our preſervation; 
for were there no pain in hunger, nor 
pleaſure i in feeding, life wou'd not be ſo 
-much regarded, and perhaps multitudes 
16 6 ſtarve throꝰ neglece. 
Eating and drinking are real actions, 
a pleaſing, but are as nothing without 
repetition, and even then, they are nothing 
without the divine benediction. Pleaſure 
is the great, yea the ſole object of our in- 
clinations and principal intendment of na- 
ture; life itſelf wou'd not be a bleſſing 
but a mortification without it: Tis plea- 
ſure reconciles us to pain; for who wou'd 
ſubmit to nauſeous - medicines, were it 
dot for the proſpect of the pleaſure of eaſe 
after it? Yea, who wou'd ſuffer, and : 
loſe his ſhort life for religion, were it 
not for the promiſe and proſpect of ever- 
e life? P/al. 16. 11. 2 Tim. 2. 12. 


* Conſider that —_— all the terri- 
ble 
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(29) 
Be things on earth, there is nothing ſo ter- 
rible as wits Hes call'd king of 
terrors. Job. 18. 14. 80 terrible was 
the ſound of 05 monofyllable, death, 
in the ears of the o/d Nn that they 
ſoften d the terror of it by a periphraſis3 
therefore inſtead of ſaying bluntly, ſuch'a 
one is dead, they refin'd .the-matter thus; 
viz, ſucbh a one bas ceas'd'to\tive, or ſuch 
@ one has lid; and in England, we ſay 
of a perſon that is dead, the lale 97 4 
ene. 0h 
How viithing: * thought of ay- 
ing! how fearful a thing to be no more 
on the earth, and go we know not where, 
and be we know not what, where is no 
earth to go upon, no houſe to live in, no 
men to converſe with, in the preſent way 
of ſenſe, no ſun or moon to enlighten our 
paths. This is terrible, but not ſo terri- 
ble as to be in a ſtate of miſery, Can you 
think of the laſt and deciſive moment, 
and not tremble at the thought? How 
can a man of thought be eaſy in a trouble- 
ſome 


(30) 


ſome world without a proſpect of e by 
* 0 


If death be þ terrible ond h if 2 
ew tet the ' firſt work of life | be a pre- 
paration to part with life; for life is only 
ſent for a certain period, and in a little 
time muſt be reſign' d. Die we muſt, 

ready or unready. It ſhou'd never be 
forgot by young people, that more die 


young than live to be old. Such is the de- 


cree of heaven. 

Whatever therefore you are doing; re- 
member you are dying. Candles begin 
to waſte as ſoon as they begin to burn, 
and we are dying as ſoon as we live. 
Some may object, and ſay, to be ſerious 
and holy in youthful days, is not the way of 
the world Then I fay, the world is out 
of the way. For is it not better and ſafer 


to begin betimes, before the world has ta- 


ken poſſeſſion of the heart. You may 
propoſe to make religion your principal 
buſineſs hereafter, but you may not live 


to ſee that time, 


You'll 


(37 
Fou' ll fay, we are young and healthful ; 
allow'd : But remember you are young. 
and dying, and that health is nothing, 

when attack d by death. You hope for 

heaven, and how can you do ſo, when 

you are not duly prepared? What plea- 
ſure can you have in life, while you are 
in conſtant fear of death, and the dreadful 
conſequence of dying unprepar'd. 5 
On the other hand, early preparations 
for death, will make all the ſcenes of 
life comfortable here, and the young diſci- 
ple happy for ever. Many have repent- 
ed their delaying too long, never any for 
beginning too ſoon. In this ſentiment 
you'll find moſt dying perſons. _ 
Religion allows all innocent diverſions, 
and forbids nothing but fin, and what has 
a tendency thereto. | Are you afraid of 
dying? Be more afraid of fnning, for no- 
thing but ſin renders the laſt hour terri- 
ble. You'll never get above the terrors 
of death till you have got above the do- 
minion of a ſinful life, 
| Did 


—— — 


— = I ont — — — — See _" 2 Fa 
2 ͤ — ——-—-— — 2 
— R tne - my 

= 2 == — 


IP 


— vg Ie 
"i n 


. . Ry gy png 
r 2 
* — 


FW==I 
— 


— — 
— 


2 r 
— — 2 — 
— — 


— 


= 


— 22 
— 


> 


— — 
* — 


— 
— — ů — 


— ÄU—m— . — 


pany 7 — 
— 
= 
— — 1 
— — — — nr me” > = " 
— — — 
—_ — 
— 
3 
2 


— — —— — —ʒ 
. \ 


(=). 

Did young people ſeriouſly think! 
where they muſt ſoon and eternally lodge, 
wou'd not ſuch a thouglit alarm their 
apprehenſions, and ſtrike terror into their” 
hearts, even amidſt the kae of health 
and charms of diverſion? = 

5. Dehre to be truly wh Eilat, Father 


than to live long, While you are forming 


ſchemes about this world, take heed you 
don't neglect your main concern, the one 
thing neceſſary, that is, practical religion, 
and which will (not - like earthly things, 
leave you at death, but) go with 1 into 
another world. 

' Suppoſe your age were extended to 
goo years, and you periſh at laſt, will not 
length of days be an increaſe of miſery ? 
When you ſecretly wiſh for many days, 
confider whether a long life be not a kind 
of pennance impos'd npon mankind, and 
that to live long, and live in fin is only 
to treaſure up wrath againſt the eternal 
day of wrath, 
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IH you be not devoted to God in your 
_ youthful years, it may be a queſtion 
whether you'll ever be ſo: Tis more 
than probable that moſt of thoſe, who are 
arriv'd in heaven, begun their journey be- 
times. Don't therefore give your laſt 
love to a work that claims a right to your 
beſt and firſt thoughts. Hoy many pro- 
miſe themſelves many years, who Hays 
not one year to live? 3 

How many indulge a vain niagimation; 
in all it's deluſive proſpects, promiſing 
themſelveslength of days, and a variety of 
pleaſures on earth, when the next enter- 
tainment may be the bitterneſs of the 
dreadful alarm, thou fool, this night thy 
foul ſhall be required of thee. This is the 
language in which our Lord addreſt a 
certain rich man, who had promis'd to 
(himſelf many years of pleaſure, when 1 
had not one night to live. 


Jo the Parents of the Dex As EP. 
In your dear relative you have ſeen 
che happy fruits of early religion. By a 
E 1 religious 
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religious educ3tion ſhe learn'd:t6 be much 
in cloſet duties, where the divine eye was 
witneſs to the ardency of her devotional 
- exerciſes. - She read much, and what is 
more, practis'd what ſhe read. She was 
never wanting in tender and compaſſio- 
nate regards to diſtreſſed objects diligent 
and eaſy in her ſtation, patient and re- 
fign'd under afflictive preſſures, and view d 
the gradual . of death n 
| r conſter nation. 
dhe not only dy'd in the faith of ths 
text, but liv'd in all the virtuous improve- 
ment of it; and as her death has l given 
witneſs to the truth of it, ſo ſhe recom- 
mended the improvement of it, that others 
might be preparing for that ſolemn expe- 
riment, which ſhe has now made in very 
early life: Happy are thoſe who ſo ſoon 
ripen into the —— B keine in 
glory. nt pid ou don bai 
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2 Objettion, 
On dear child 40 4 young, the lamp Was 


"a ſid. before it was half conſum d. 
anſwer ; 
That! in all afflictions we ſhou'd conſi- 


der, there is the uiſdam as well as the 401ll 
of God, who beſt knows the proper ſea- 
ſon of giving and taking away: Tho 

young, you have reaſon to hope ſhe was 
duly prepar'd for that great change; her 
character as a child anda chriſtian, has the 
applaute of all her neighbours, whoſe ob- 
ſervation, was, that ſhe was remarkably 
- dead to all that gaiety and folly of the 
age, which generally captivates the minds 
of youthful perſons, who are but too apt 
to live as if death were a ſtranger in the 
land. Nothing more common than 
troubles here in ſome form or other; none 
are exempted ; therefore think itnotſtran ge 
that this unexpected breach is made in 
your family. e Mey the philoſo- 

pher, to comfort King Darius who 


griev'd 
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griev'd much for the loſs of a dear wife, 
aid, Sir, mention to me but three perſons 


Free from afflictions, to be put upon the 
Queen's tomb, and I will bring her to 
life; which the King could not do. 


As all the pleaſant ſcenes of our age are 
nothing, ſo we may counter-ballance 
them, and fay, our afflictions, in compara- 
tive ſpeech, are nothing alſo, Is your 


trial great? It might have been greater, 


and not lefs juſt. Ts one child gone? 
All might have been taken away. Thank 


God for the comforts that ſurvive: Make 
Job your pattern, whoſe patience ſhin'd 


with the greateſt luſtre in a dark night. 
To deſire the lopg life of a friend or 


relative, is to defire an age in which men 


drink the dregs of life, and are fick of 


living. They ſhou'd be accounted the 
Happieſt, who take the ſhorteſt turn in 
the wilderneſs, for they make an early 
entrance into a ſtate of innocence, and 
Þliisful immortality, intirely exempted 


trom 


from thoſe vexations of life, the portion 
of ſurvivors, | N 


TD Cone unn f 
Let us s live i in the uniform, ef ual con- 
templation f the text; Mine age is no- 
thing before thee ; for as it ſhews our re- 


lation to nothing, ſo if we forget the re- 
ligious improvement of it, we ſhall draw 


ourſelves in ſuch characters, as wou'd © 


make it better for us, that we really were 

nothing. 
Ihe hour is approaching when what 
is now counted nothing will be in the 
greateſt requeſt : Tis a ſubje& of ever- 
laſting duration ; this is, and for ever will 
be, the cryof apoſtate angels, viz, Oh that Z 
we were doom'd to our primitive nothing; 
and miſerable ſouls eccho to the doleful 
ſound, Oh that we were daſh'd into our 
original nothing | For who can endure 
the fire unquenchable ? 
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